Cabinet
3 September 2024

WELWYN HATFIELD COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the WELWYN HATFIELD COUNCIL CABINET held on
Tuesday 3 September 2024 at 6.30 pm in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, The
Campus, Welwyn Garden City, Herts, AL8 6AE.

PRESENT: Councillors M.Holloway (Leader of the Council & Executive
Member for Climate Change)

J.Quinton (Deputy Leader of the Council & Executive
Member for Leisure & Community)

S.Bonfante (Executive Member for Environment)
J.Broach (Executive Member for Resources)
R.Grewal (Executive Member for Planning)

K.Thorpe (Executive Member for Governance)

OFFICIALS  K.Ng, Chief Executive

PRESENT: R.Baker, Executive Director (Finance & Transformation)
S.Saunders, Legal Services Manager
C Carter, Assistant Director (Planning)
C.Cade, Governance Services Manager

283. MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting on 6™ August were approved as an accurate
record.

284. APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Moore.

285. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS

No public questions or petitions were received

286. ACTIONS STATUS REPORT

The Cabinet noted the Action Status Report.
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287.

288.

289.

290.

291.

NOTIFICATION OF URGENT BUSINESS TO BE CONSIDERED UNDER
ITEM 9

There was no notification of urgent business.

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS BY MEMBERS

No declarations of interest were received.

ITEMS REQUIRING KEY DECISION

The following items were considered for Key Decision:

FP2073 TOWN CENTRES AND NICER NEIGHBOURHOODS TASK
FORCES

Cabinet received a report on the establishment of two Cabinet led task forces
focusing on town centres and nicer neighbourhoods.

A member commented that the two task forces being created would reflect the
joint administration priorities and create vibrant and attractive town centres.

Decision taken
The Cabinet approved the establishment of Town Centre and Nicer
Neighbourhood Task Forces as set out in the report.

Reason for decision

The establishment of two Cabinet led task forces focusing on Town Centres
and Nicer Neighbourhoods would provide the support required on the delivery
of two of the Councils priorities.

FP2068 LICENSING ACT POLICY

Cabinet received a report from the Licensing Committee held on the 22"
August 2024 on the Licensing Act Policy Review.

Decision taken
The Cabinet noted the results of the consultation and agreed the proposed
changes.

The Cabinet agreed to recommend the Licensing Act Policy Review to Full
Council for approval.

Reason for decision

The Council in its capacity as licensing authority for the purposes of the
Licensing Act 2003 is obliged by law to have a statement of licensing policy.
Originally such a statement had to be reviewed every 3 years, but along with a
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292.

292.1.

292.2.

number of other changes to the Licensing Act 2003 and the statutory
guidance this frequency has been increased to 5 years.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM CABINET PANELS

The Cabinet received the following recommendations from the Council’s
Cabinet Panels:

FP2071 Procurement and Commercial Improvement Strateqy - Sustainable
Procurement Appendix

Cabinet received a report on the Procurement and Commercial Strategy —
Sustainable Procurement Appendix.

Decision taken
The Cabinet agreed:
1. The proposed changes to the Procurement and Commercial Improvement
Strategy to be adopted; and
2. The addition of the Sustainable Procurement Appendix be adopted.

Reason for decision
The amendments would ensure a focus on climate change through all
procurement equally to over £30m a year.

FP2059 Local Plan Review

Cabinet received a report on the Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan review which
went to CPPP on the 15™ August 2024.

Members felt the proposals were a fresh approach to resident engagement

Decision taken
The Cabinet agreed:
1. The Local Plan (full review) is prepared; and
2. That as part of the early scoping of the new local plan, public engagement
take place inviting reflections regarding the current opportunities and
challenges facing the borough, the arrangements for this engagement will be
agreed by the Assistant Director (Planning) in consultation with the Executive
Member.

Reason for decision

The current Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan was adopted in October 2023. It
contained Policy SP2 which committed the Council to undertake a review of
the Plan. This review was to commence no later than one year after the
adoption of the plan and for an updated or replacement plan to be submitted
for examination no later than three years after the date of adoption of the
Plan.
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292.3.

292.4.

The need for a review is triggered as the current Local Plan does not provide
homes for the plan period to 2036.

FP2066 Welwyn Hatfield Local Development Scheme

Cabinet received a report from the CPPP on the 15" August 2024.

Decision taken

Cabinet noted the timetable outlined at Table 1 in the attached Local
Development Scheme and resolved to bring the Local Development Scheme
into effect on the 23rd September 2024 subject to the council’s constitutional
provisions.

Cabinet agreed:
1. The Local Development Scheme being published on the Council’s website.
2. A copy of the Local Development Scheme being sent to the Secretary of
State to comply with the Written Ministerial Statement of 19 December 2023.

Reason for decision

Local Planning authorities are required under the Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) to prepare and maintain a Local
Development Scheme.

The Council’s Local Development Scheme (LDS) sets out the timetable for the
production of the Council’'s Development Plan Document(s), enabling those
with an interest in the plan making process to understand which documents
are to be prepared for the area and at what stages they will be able to
participate.

FP2061 Statement of Community Involvement

Cabinet received a report on the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)
from CPPP on the 15™ August 2024.

Decision taken
Cabinet agreed:

1. The SCI 2024 (Appendix A of the report ), and accompanying Equalities
Impact Assessment (EqlA) (Appendix B of the report) be subject to public
consultation.

2. That any subsequent material amendments prior to consultation be made by
the Executive Member for Planning and that any subsequent minor
amendments and editing changes that do not materially affect the content
prior to consultation be delegated to Assistant Director (Planning) in
consultation with the Executive Member for Planning.

Reason for decision
The council is required to produce an SCI in accordance with section 18 of the
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. Section 10A of the Town and
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Country Planning (Local Planning) Regulations 2012 require an SCI to be kept
under review. The current SCI was adopted in 2013.

293. SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS, IN THE OPINION OF THE CHAIRMAN, IS OF
SUFFICIENT URGENCY TO WARRANT IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATION

There were no items of urgent business.

Meeting ended at 6.50 pm



